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taxation, that of York could scarcely have
survived.

The endowments of the Church, then, paid
their share of national taxation and also
contributed to Papal needs. When the claim
was made by a Pope of more courage than
discretion that Church property should be
free from payment to the State, it was sum-
marily rejected by Edward I. Archbishop
Winchelsey was a Papalist. The clergy, he
said, have two lords, but they owe more
obedience to the spiritual than the temporal.
The spiritual had bidden them pay taxes only
to him. It was sound feudal doctrine;
the supreme lord, responsible only to God?
had spoken and must be obeyed. Those
who paid to the King were excommunicated
by the archbishop, as the Pope's representa-
tive. The King outlawed him and his sup-
porters, seized their lands and soon got his
way.

We must bear in mind that while the
mediaeval system was at its best, from the
Norman Conquest to the days of Edward L,
the most respected part of the clergy was the
monastic. It would be inaccurate to assert,
as is sometimes done, that the monasteries
were corporate bodies outside the practical
system of the church. They were not so